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If a person can’t love a plant after it’s pruned, then the person has either done a poor job or is devoid of emotion.
– Liberty Hyde Bailey, cofounder of the American Society for Horticultural Science in 1903

”“

Reminder: Underlined words, including names, are active links

Sprinklings

Looking for ways other than chemi-
cal insecticides to control insects and 
disease in your ornamental and veg-
etable gardens? 

 Join Heidi Doering at our Thurs-
day, May 24 meeting as she outlines 
how commercial growers and garden 
centers are using beneficial insects to 
control common insect pests. Heidi has 
been a horticultural professional for 
nearly 30 years. Currently she works for 
Koppert Biological Systems, a supplier 
of bumblebees for fruit/vegetable pol-
lination and beneficial insects for non-
chemical insect control in greenhouse 
plant production. The meeting begins at 
6:45 p.m. at the First Covenant Church 
in River Falls, 1374 N. Main St. 54022.

Our 14th an-
nual SCVMGA 
plant sale is on 
Saturday, June 2 
at the Octagon 
House, 3rd and 
Myrtle St., in 
Hudson. Sale 
hours are 9 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. Our 
plant sale is the 
main fundraiser 
with the money 
going to the Community Grant recipi-
ents. Last year the plant sale contrib-
uted over $5,000.

You can contribute in several ways. 
We need your divided perennials, vol-
unteers, annual flower and vegetable 
seedlings you started, and if you are 
cleaning out your garage and have ex-
tra garden tools, pots, etc, donate these 
to the sale too. NO HOUSEPLANTS, 
please – they just don’t sell.  

You can help organize the sale and 
work during the sale day.  
A volunteer sheet will be 
available at the May meet-
ing. Remember, you can 
count volunteer hours for 
whatever you do for the 
plant sale, including pot-
ting up your plants.

We must be careful, as MGV’s, 
about what we sell at the plant sale and 
what we grow. The WI DNR has a list 
of 145 prohibited or restricted invasive 

Mark your calendar on Thursday, 
June 28 for SCVMGAS’s 20th Anniver-
sary celebration at White Pine Berry 
Farm in River Falls. 

We’ll start out at 6 p.m. with a light 
supper catered by Lake Elmo Inn. Then 
we’ll reminisce with our UW-Extension 
Horticulture Educators, and honor 
our ‘heirloom members’ who started 
SCVMGA in 1997-98. 

Next, “Farmer Greg” Zwald, one of 
the owners of White Pine Berry Farm, 
will tell us how he transformed his 
acreage into a fabulous organic farm 
in just six years! He and his wife, Irma, 
started growing berries in 2012, and 
have since expanded to a variety of 
fruits and vegetables. 

An invitation to the event (members 
and guest only) is attached to this issue. 

Lace Wings Ate My Aphids!  

plants that are il-
legal to transport 
(as in digging and 
selling). Click 
here to see the 
list. Please look 
it over and make 
sure you are not 
contributing any 
invasives to the 
plant sale.

When you do-
nate plants, please 

label your plants with the name of 
plant, color, name of variety if known, 
height and sun or shade. Use plastic or 
wooden sticks or paper labels. Taping 
it to the pot or stapling onto a wooden 
stick works well. A template for “Plant 
Sale Labels” is on our website. We will 
have pots, paper labels and large sticks 
for labels available at the May meeting.

Plants should be dropped off in the 
back yard of the Octagon House Friday, 
June 1 between 4-7 p.m. Use the side 

entrance by their garage 
on Myrtle St.  You can 
also drop them off before 
8 a.m. Saturday.

We need portable 
banquet tables to display 
plants, so if you can loan 
one for the day, please let 

Tim or Christine know. We’ll start set-
ting up at 6:30 a.m. It’s fun and you’ll 
be able to buy some great plants.  Our 
members always donate the BEST stuff!

20th Anniversary Event

Need help dividing plants? 
Have questions? Contact:

Tim Wilson
715-220-5808

Christine McGinnis
651-253-9254

by Corky Weeks

Annual Plant Sale set for June 2
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https://www.facebook.com/groups/91016434192/
http://whitepineberryfarm.com
http://whitepineberryfarm.com
http://dnr.wi.gov/topic/Invasives/speciesNR40list.asp
http://dnr.wi.gov/topic/Invasives/speciesNR40list.asp
http://dnr.wi.gov/topic/Invasives/speciesNR40list.asp
https://scvmga.weebly.com/forms.html
mailto:timothy_a_wilson%40hotmail.com?subject=
mailto:mcginniscem%40gmail.com?subject=
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It seemed like winter had a tighter grip than 
normal this year and spring took a very long 
time to get here. Last month was one of the 
coldest Aprils on record and now everyone 
is scrambling. Even the flowers seem to be 
in a bit of panic and the tree pollen is going 
double time. The weather forecasters keep 
saying how awesome the weather is going to 
be with highs in upper seventies and eighties.
That sounds more like summer. I hope we 

Trent Kowalchyk

President’s Message
don’t skip spring this year. There are rumors that tempera-
tures will be more like normal shortly. Summer is nice, but 
I have always liked spring more. Everything is fresh and 
new. Calves are bucking and kicking in the spring grass. 
Apple trees are blooming. The fish are biting and morels 
are just waiting for you to fry them up. The garden is being 
planted with plans for a bountiful harvest. Everyone has 
their own spring favorite, but my two favorite things about 
spring are the rhubarb desserts and no bugs just yet. I can 
taste them already – the rhubarb desserts, not the bugs.  

If you want to obtain volunteer 
hours at this year’s state conference in 
Eau Claire, be on the lookout for an 
email this month asking MGVs for help.

Please, please, sign up now to reg-
ister for the Conference in Eau Claire 
on Sept. 21-22. SCVMGA is one of five 
associations sponsoring the “Autumn at 
the River” event. 

Register by July 9 for a $20 discount 
off the $125 price. The first 75 regis-
trants will be eligible for a $25 cash 
drawing to be spent at the conference’s 
vendor’s booth. The last count was 33 
registrants, so you still have a chance! 
Being selected or not, you’re still a 
winner with learning and enjoying a 
wonderful conference.

Keynote speakers will be Mark 
Dwyer and Ben Futa. 

Dwyer, director of Rotary Botanical 
Gardens in Janesville, will speak on 
“Woody Plants for Fantastic Foliage.” 

Futa, executive director of Allen 
Centennial Gardens at UW-Madison, 
will discuss “Principals of Planting 
Design with Perennials.” 

Two SCVMGA members, Joni Garbe 
and Trent Kowalchyk plus Diana Alfuth 
will lead break-out sessions.
   

What’s happening?

Volunteer hours available 
at state conference

WIMGA UPDATE
by Paul VanDenMeerendonk

We’re starting to plan our annual 
“Junior Garden U” event. This is a Sat-
urday morning program for kids ages 
6-12. They come out to our Demonstra-
tion and Learning Garden for an educa-
tional day taught by Master Gardeners. 
The kids rotate through three 45-minute 
sessions on a variety of topics, and we 
use the garden as a teaching tool. If 
you’d like to help out with this event, 
please let me know soon! The event is 
June 30.

The Demonstration and Learning 
Garden in River Falls is where we do 
educational demonstrations as part of 
the Grow to Share Community Gar-
den. Our core group of volunteers is 

Teaching kids about gardens 

planning to include a “Storybook Gar-
den” this year! Based on the book (and 
movie) Peter Rabbit, 
we will have various 
parts of the garden 
match scenes from 
the book! Kids can 
learn about what the 
vegetables look like 
in person. And, we’ll put in adult edu-
cational components, such as how to 
control wildlife in your garden! 

We could use more volunteers to 
help with planting, maintaining and 
harvesting the garden throughout the 
summer. Come join the fun! Let me 
know if you want to join our team!

The Hudson Public Library is 
looking for people who can do short 
(45 min – 1 hr) presentations on any 
garden topic during this growing 

season.  Here’s the chance 
to show off your African 
Violet skills, your way with 
worms, composting, house 
plants, square foot garden-
ing, tomatoes, etc. If you 

have an idea for a topic, contact Joan 
Bushman at  joanbushman@hudson-
publiclibrary.org.

The Ellsworth Public Library is look-
ing for help maintaining their indoor 
plants. There are no green thumbs on 
their staff. Anyone interested should 
contact Tiffany Meyer, library director, 
at tmeyer@ellsworthlibrary.org or (715) 
273-3209. 

The fine folks at the Prairie Commu-
nity Garden in Hudson are looking for 
a master gardener to consult with them.  
Anyone interested should contact John 
Mueller at jp.mue8790@gmail.com or 
(651) 356-1819.

Teaching adults about gardening
by John Ramstad

by Diana Alfuth

https://www.wimgaconferences.com
https://www.wimgaconferences.com
https://www.wimgaconferences.com
mailto:pvanden%40baldwin-telecom.net?subject=
mailto:joanbushman@hudsonpubliclibrary.org
mailto:joanbushman@hudsonpubliclibrary.org
mailto:tmeyer@ellsworthlibrary.org
mailto:jp.mue8790@gmail.com


BALDWIN-WOODVILLE ––––––
Western Wisconsin Health (hospital)
    Anita Justin, Rosa Magnus
B-W Giezendanner School Forest

Debby Walters
Viking Middle School

Debby Walters

ELLSWORTH ––––––––––––––––
Pierce County Fair (Aug. 9-12)

Leroy Clark
Pierce County Fairground Gardens 

Karen O’Brien
Ellsworth Ambulance Hall
   Kevin Ballman
Ellsworth Public Library
   Tiffany Meyer

GLENWOOD CITY –––––––––
Glenwood Community Garden

Barb Nelson
St. Croix County Fair (July 19-23)

Amanda Lawrence 

HAMMOND –––––––––––––––
Hammond Community Garden

Mike Deneen

HUDSON –––––––––––––––––
Hudson Farmers Market (Plaza 94)
    Tuesdays    
    Maria Scheidegger
Hudson Hospital
    Karen Jilek
Octagon House (Mondays)

Janet Haut
Willow River Elementary School 

Ramona Robinson
Willow River State Park 

Melissa DuPont  
Christian Community Home 

Deb Pederstuen 
Hudson Public Library
   Joan Bushman
Prairie Community Garden
   John Mueller

NEW RICHMOND –––––––––––
SCVMGA Community Garden

Donna Cadenhead   

plant, weed, harvest, donate produce
Deerfield Gables Care Center

Carolyn Craig Reflection garden
Cancer Center of Western Wisconsin

Julie Walsh
Friday Memorial Library
   Noah Wiedenfeld
St. Croix Health Center
   Cindy Prokash

OSCEOLA ––––––––––––––––
Butterfly Project
Jennifer Berg

PRESCOTT ––––––––––––––––
Pine Glen Cemetery

   Jayne Brand

RIVER FALLS ––––––––––––––––
Demonstration and Learning Garden                   

(Hoffman Park) Diana Alfuth
Junior Garden U (June 30)
   Diana Alfuth
Grow to Share Community Garden  
   (Hoffman Park) 
   Kaitrin Halvorson 
Grow to Share Herb Garden 

(Hoffman Park) 
Heidi Nemcek

Rain Garden, City of River Falls
    Crystal Raleigh   
Have a Heart Farm

Bobbie Kuhn
River Falls Farmers Market

Saturdays
Elaine Baker

VFW Cemetery
   Kathye Beebe
Westside Elementary Garden
   Becky Cunningham
Grow to Share
   Kristin Wilson

ROBERTS ––––––––––––––––––
Cross Community Garden
   Mike Deneen

SOMERSET ––––––––––––––––––
Christ Lutheran Church
    Karen Nork

TROY  ––––––––––––––––––
Town Hall
    Jill Berke
Glover Park Entrance
   Jill Berke 

WOODVILLE––––––––––––––––
Norseman’s Manor (senior living)
   Becky Strand, 715-222-5521

OTHER WAYS TO HELP ––––––––
SCVMGA Annual Plant Sale

Saturday, June 2  
Tim Wilson
donate plants, help with sale

Hospitality Committee
Trina Frank
bring treats to monthly meetings

Helping Hands
   Cindy Gleason  

help fellow Master Gardeners with 
their gardens in time of need

Sprinklings Newsletter
Colleen Callahan 
contribute articles, photos 

Garden Book Collection
Joni Garbe
donate used gardening books, bring 
to monthly meetings

Event Photographers
    Colleen Callahan
    photograph SCVMGA events

Volunteer Opportunities 
If you have a project that you would like to include on this list, please contact John Ramstad, Volunteer Coordinator. 

Note: click on underlined names for direct email links.
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Assistant Program Director 
Assist with monthly program 
scheduling. 
Contact Carolyn Barrette.

Speakers Bureau
Assist in developing a list 
of members who will speak 
to groups on areas of their 
expertise. Contact Vickie 
Kittilson.

OPEN POSITIONS 

3
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Membership News
by Deb Pederstuen

Our Spring was so short this year! Just 
long enough for us to renew mem-
bership for MGV Betty Schultz, our 
183rd member. Betty joined in 1998, 
20 years ago, and served on our first 
Board of Directors as Pierce County 
Representative. Betty is one of our 11 
heirloom members! 

SCVMGA History Trivia 
In the early 1990’s, UW-Extension Ag-
riculture Agents, the late Lee Milligan 
and Greg Andrews, taught the first MG 
training classes in St. Croix and Pierce 
Counties. After the 1997 class, Mar-
garet Smith, our first Board President 
said, “That’s when we got organized 
and everybody just pitched in!” 
With Betty Schultz, the other nine 
original members were Carolyn Bar-
rette, program scheduler; Debbie Bar-
ron, fourth Board President, Jim Bar-
ron, program speaker; Jill Berke, first 
auditor (financial review) of treasurer 
records; Daphne Brackley, first logo 
designer; Marilyn Gorham, first Board 
Secretary, first WIMGA Representative, 
and first Sprinklings Editor; Wendy 
Kramer, first Grant Committee Coordi-
nator, Kathleen Oss; and Peg Wastell, 
first Treasurer who filed for our 501c3 
status.

New Apparel Sales Manager
We’re pleased to announce Liz 
Whitchurch as the 2018 MGV Ap-
parel Sales Manager. Liz discovered 
how much she enjoys this line of work 
while employed at WITC Marketing 
Dept in New Richmond and at other 
positions. After training with former 
member Kathye Beebe, Liz will take 
your orders and deliver previously 
ordered clothing Our thanks to JoAnn 
Ryan, her mentor, for encouraging Liz 
to take the 2017 MGV class.

St. Croix County Fair Assistant
Returning for a fifth year, MGV Norma 
Rudesill will assist our new St. Croix 
Co. Fair Coordinator Amanda Law-
rence with scheduling. Unfortunately, 
Norma is recovering from surgery after 
breaking her right arm on April 3. She 
hopes her arm is healed before fair 
time.  

Hudson Farmers Market Change
New this year, Hudson Farmers Market 
Manager Dawn Gilbert will advertise 
that Master Gardeners will be at the 
market every other week, instead of 
weekly, from July to September. We’re 
happy MGV Maria Scheiddegger will 
continue to coordinate another sum-
mer. There are fewer time slots, so sign 
up early. See the Volunteer list on page 
... to sign up.

Popular Garden Group is Back
Twenty Master Gardeners look for-
ward to field trips and garden tours in 
“Gardening with Native Plants.” MGV 
Norma Rudesill will lead this fun 
educational group. She has a strong 
interest in native plants and will invite 
members to tour her gardens in July. 
Tentative plans are to visit state parks 
or DNR properties in St. Croix County 
in August or September.  
Since the late MGV Patricia Tremaine 
started the group in 2012, they pro-
vided phenological data in June & July 
2015 Sprinklings and created the first 
pollinator plot at the Demonstration 
andLearning Garden in River Falls.Un-
der former member Gail Behr’s leader-
ship in 2016, they developed a digital 
resource for native plants and wild 
edibles. We’re excited to see what our 
new revived group will do in 2018!

Lend plants to the fair
by Amanda Lawrence

As the snow melts, the planning 
process for the St. Croix County Fair 
begins. The theme for this year is “Every 
garden has a story.” The fair takes place 
July 18-22. 

We are planning several different 
activities to engage children and adults, 
as well as plant displays. That is where 
you come into play. We are 
looking for volunteers 
to grow different plants 
in containers for our 
sensory garden, such as 
roses, herbs, scented ge-
raniums, Stachys (lamb’s 
ears), statice, Artemisia 
silvermound, and sweet peas, 
colorful annuals, and vegetables. 

Containers can be any size or mate-
rial. Remember that they need to be 
easy to move. Plastic pots work well. We 
look forward to a wide array of colorful, 
fragrant, textured and/or edible plants! If 
you can help, please email me.

Who are we? What are 
we accomplishing?

We’re digging, fertilizing, weed-
ing, planting, and sweating all over 
Pierce and St. Croix counties. We’re 
also teaching and informing the 
public about horticulture.

Yet, there’s no listing of how much 
we accomplish. SCVMGA would like 
to gather info and photographs of 
members at work for three reasons:

a) recordkeeping
b) our website’s new project map
c) publicizing our community 

involvement 

Please know that we would not pub-
licize any photo of you without your 
permission, whether on our website, 
in Sprinklings or in area media.

Send a description of your volun-
teer projects to Colleen Callahan. 
Please put Volunteer Projects in the 
subject line. Thank you!Watch for SCVMGA’s new website redesign by Mari Marson!

mailto:debnrick%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:acschwake79%40yahoo.com?subject=
mailto:acschwake79%40yahoo.com?subject=
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Fortunately, we had great weather 
on March 22 for Diana Alfuth’s talk on 
Japanese Beetles and other pests. Her 
presentation drew 77 members and 
four guests. 

Diana’s presentation “Yucky New 
Pests” didn’t disappoint us, as usual.

Japanese Beetles
She began with information about 

Japanese Beetles. Classified as “the 
single most important turfgrass infesting 
pest in the U.S., they were documented 
in New Jersey in 1916. Now they’re 
in every state east of the Mississippi 
except Florida. They thrive in soil tem-
peratures between 64° - 82° and in 10” 
of rain during the summer.

In the grub stage, they feed primar-
ily on grass roots. Their prey are skunks, 
turkeys, crows and moles.

Controlling grubs will not likely 
affect how many adult beetles you will 
have in your yard. Pesticides include 
Imidacloprid, Chloraniliprole, andClo-
thianidin. Weigh the risks carefully; 
all of these insecticides are harmful 
to beneficial pollinators as well as 
Japanese Beetles. Biological Controls 
including Milky Spore have shown to 
have inconsistent results, especially in 
Wisconsin.

The adult is about one-half-inch 
long, shiny, metallic, brownish-greenish 
with tufts of white hairs along the sides 
under their wings.

They feed on 350 species of foliage 
and flowers. 

Control measures for adults include 
hand-picking in small areas. 

Because beetles migrate to other 
Japanese Beetle populations, traps are 
the least effective method.

“Give the trap to your neighbor,” 
said Diana. 

There are several chemical insecti-
cides to control adults. Always read the 
label and apply in the afternoon when 

the beetles are most active. Complete 
control is not possible;  the goal is to 
minimize damage.

Jumping Worms
Jumping Worms 

have not been docu-
mented yet in Pierce 
or St. Croix coun-
ties. A number of 
plant sales by garden 
groups across the 
state have cancelled 

Adult Japanese Beetle
PJ LIESCH, UW-MADISON ENTOMOLGY

MARCH GATHERINGS

What to do about ‘those nasty bugs’
their sales, but there’s no need at this 
time to cancel SCVMGA’s annual plant 
sale, said Diana.
For more information on Jumping 
Worms, see the previous issue (March-
April) of Sprinklings. 

Marmorated Stink Bugs
Marmorated Stink Bugs have alter-

nating light and brown bands on their 
antennae and dark red eyes.

Adults can fly and are known to 
hitchhike 
on vehicles. 
The highest 
number are 
found near 
the edges 
of fields 
and woods. 
They are a 
non-native species and no biological 
controls are available. Broad spectrum 
insecticides may provide some control; 
it’s important not to reuse these if they 
show no benefit after first use.

Garden U stirs public discussion

Adult Marmorated Stink Bug
DAVID R. LANCE, USDA

WI DNR

Jumping Worm

by Mary Pat Finnegan

If encouraging people to talk about environmental issues is a goal of the 
Master Gardener Program, then this year’s Garden U gets an A. Three letters-
to-the-editor in the Hudson Star-Observer referred to the conference in their 
discussion on reducing fertilizer runoff. 

Net income was $1,707 with 135 people attending. Speakers Monica 
Zachay and Janine Kohn donated their $100 speaker fees to the MN Non-
Game Wildlife Wetland Project and St. Croix River Association respectively.

(left) BOD Secretary Carrie Rogney with Janine Kohn; (center) BOD President 
Trent Kowalchyk with Bonnie Blodgett; (right) Monica Zachay.

https://scvmga.weebly.com/sprinklings-newsletter.html
mailto:holmfinn%40comcast.net?subject=
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Our April meeting drew 64 mem-
bers, seven guests and 5 grant recipi-
ents.  

 Professor Don Taylor, chair of the 
UW-River Falls Plant and Earth Science 
Department, opened with a disclaimer 
about knowledge versus practice. He 
believes his lawn does not represent his 
idea of a perfect example.       

To create more understanding about 
lawns, we need to learn the character-
istics of available grasses. 

There are four main types: Ken-
tucky Bluegrass, which is not shade or 
drought tolerant; Fine Fescue, which 
tolerates both shade and drought; Rye 
grass, which is cool weather toler-
ant and comes both as perennial and 
annual; and  Tall Fescue, which is more 
appropriate for use as a forage grass. 

   HIGH V. LOW MAINTENANCE
Before a homeowner proceeds with 

decisions about their lawn, they need 
to answer a telling question: Do you 
want a “High Maintenance” lawn or a 
“Low Maintenance” lawn? 

A high maintenance lawn demands 
consistent irrigation, fertilization and 
weed control. While a low mainte-
nance lawn allows for little or no irriga-
tion, clippings are usually not removed 
and one has a bit more relaxed attitude 
about weeds. A high  maintenance 
lawn is often more Kentucky bluegrass 
and a low maintenance lawn often 
has more Fescue. Most lawns need a 
mixture of seeds to handle both sun & 
shade, as well as cool and hot tempera-
tures.  

FERTILIZATION    
Correct fertilization is important 

enough that when starting a new lawn 
a soil test is recommended. All fertil-
izers have NPK amounts listed. A high 
grade fertilizer will have  some quick 
release and some slow release ingredi-
ents. Application timing for high main-
tenance lawns includes one application 

in spring and two in the fall, one early 
and one late. For low maintenance 
lawns, make one application in early 
fall. 

For both plans, be sure to follow 
directions for watering after fertilizing, 
especially when using slow release.      
Lawn mowing should be at a height of 
1.5” - 3”. For even healthier turf cut at 
2.5”-3” to allow  more photosynthesis, 
deeper roots and resistance to drought.       

WEED CONTROL
Good weed control begins with 

good cultural practices that were 

by Sandy Madsen  

2018 SCVMGA Community Grant Recipients

Seventeen grants totaling $3,883 were presented to recipients at the April meet-
ing.Back row (from left): Liz Whitchurch, New Richmond, raised beds for Our 
House Memory Care; Katie Marsh, New Richmond, landscaping at Friday Me-
morial Library; Donna Larson and Kevin Ballman, Ellsworth, landscaping at 
Ellsworth Area Ambulance Service; Debby Walters, Baldwin, native garden at 
Bus Loop; Deb Pederstuen, Hudson, garden at Christian Community Homes; and 
Sandy Madsen, Hudson, garden club at Houlton Elementary School.
Middle row (from left): Sharon Reyzer, New Richmond, community garden at 
St. Croix County Human Resources; Rosa Magnus, Baldwin, community garden 
at Western Wisconsin Health; Julie Weinberg, Hudson, garden club at Houlton 
Elementary School; Chris Hanlon, North Hudson, landscaping at North Hudson 
Elementary School; and Rebecca Strand, Woodville, garden at Norseman Manor.
Front row (from left):  Rebekah Swanson, Maribel Hokanson, and Willem Lems, 
Baldwin, butterfly garden at Baldwin Christian School.
Not pictured are Phyllis Jaworski, Hudson, garden at E.P. Rock Elementary 
School; Barb Nelson, Glenwood City, landscaping at Glenwood Public Library 
and Family Resource Center and curriculum for “Play and Learn in the Park”; 
Jane Brand, Prescott, landscaping at Pine Glen Cemetery; and Mandy Pfingsten, 
Elmwood, planters on Main Street.

already mentioned. Grassy weeds 
demand a pre-emergent for annual 
grasses like crab grass and a non-selec-
tive herbicide for perennial grasses like 
quack grass. 

Some broadleaf weeds, like dan-
delions and plantain, are easily con-
trolled with 2,4D. Others, like creeping 
Charlie, chickweed and moss are more 
difficult. Treat creeping Charlie on the 
last day of August or when blooms start 
in the spring. Chickweed dies back in 
the summer. Moss needs aeration and 
overseeding with shade tolerant seed. 

APRIL MEETING

Keeping lawns healthy
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Sprinklings is a newsletter publication of the St. Croix Val-
ley Master Gardener Association and is published eight times 
a year: monthly issues in May, June, July, and August, and 
bimonthly issues in September/October, November/December, 
January/February, and March/April. It is emailed to members 
in PDF format and archived on the association’s website listed 
above.

All SCVMGA members are welcome to contribute articles, 
information, book reviews, or ideas on any horticultural topic. 
Please email submissions or inquiries to the editor.

Editor: Colleen Callahan
Proofreader: Maria Sanocki
Circulation Manager: Diana Alfuth

Sprinklings
SCVMGA Website    

The Earth Day 
Celebration on April 
22 at the Y Camp 
in Hudson pro-
vided four SCVMGA 
members a chance 
to interact with kids. 
Peg Wastell, Donna 
Davis, Amanda 
Lawrence and Corky 
Weeks. helped them 
plant sunflower, 
mini pumpkin or 
gourd seeds in a 
small pot; make a 
carrot-seed tape; or 
make a necklace showing the stages of a butterfly from egg 
to adult with pasta shapes glued on leaves.  

Donna also demonstrated her monarch caterpillar hatch-
ing kit and said she gave away 65 screens with instructions. 

Seven MGVs volunteered to staff a booth at the Spring 
Expo in Hudson on March 24-5 held at the Hudson Sports 
and Civic Center.  Corky Weeks (pictured at left), Carolyn 
Barrette, Janet Bliven, Renee Clark, Barb Peterson, Matt 
Schmitz, and Peg Wastell helped 
UW-Extension facts sheets and flyers on the upcoming plant 

MGVs at Earth Day Celebration

From left: Amanda Lawrence, Corky 
Weeks and Peg Wastell.

MGVs at Spring Expo

Tour open to SCVMGA members

 The Botany Belles & Beaus Garden 
Club of Baldwin invites members of 
SCVMGA to join them Wednesday, 
June 27 on a tour of Saffert’s Gardens 
in Rice Lake.

A bus will leave at 8 a.m. in Bald-
win. There is limited space available, 
so please reserve your spot now. Click 
here for details.

Through the winter a committee of WIMGA board 
members and local representatives worked on updating the 
wimga.org website. Some of the highlights are:

 • About Page links to local associations
 • To access Members, use the password wimga18     
 • Conferences lists state, regional, national and interna-

tional MGV conferences 
      • Grants provides info on state WIMGA grants

 • Resources includes info on the Mentoring Program and 
Speakers Bureau

WIMGA’s new website

 The Upper Midwest Regional Mas-
ter Gardener Volunteer Conference, 
sponsored by the University of Min-
nesota Extension, will be held June 
13-16, 2018 at Minnesota Landscape 
Arboretum, Chaska Minn. The theme 

is “Our Plants, Our Planet, Our Volunteers.” Click here for 
information and registration.

MGV Regional ConferenceSeven MGVS 
volunteerted to staff a 
booth at the St. Croix 
Valley Home Builders 
Association Spring 
Expo on March 24-5 
at the Hudson Sports 
and Civic Center. 

They were Corky 
Weeks (picture at 
left), Carolyn Bar-
rette, Janet Bliven, 
Renee Clark, Barb 
Peterson, Matt 
Schmitz, and Peg 

Wastell. Some MGVs had in-depth conversations with at-
tendees and the majority thought it worth volunteering in 
the future. A big thanks to Vickie Kittilson for creating the 
SignUp Genius application on our website!

Have a favorite garden quote?
Inspire us. Make us laugh. Educate us. 
We’ll add your favorite quote to the 
bottom of Sprinklings’ front page. 
Email your quotes to the editor.

mailto:giverny%40me.com?subject=
https://www.facebook.com/groups/91016434192/
http://scvmga.weebly.com
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1YDBnTfc-8xXE2-nSVo6oQwXe2JRZdlKJgk3f4ylqjzY/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1YDBnTfc-8xXE2-nSVo6oQwXe2JRZdlKJgk3f4ylqjzY/edit
http://wimga.org/
http://www.arboretum.umn.edu/EMGConference2018.aspx
http://www.arboretum.umn.edu/EMGConference2018.aspx
mailto:giverny%40me.com?subject=


at the 'Berry Farm' 

Let’s celebrate our 20 years together! 

We’ll enjoy supper from Lake Elmo Inn and  

strawberry shortcake. 

Thursday, June 28, 2018 at 6 p.m. 

White Pine Berry Farm,  

1482 Oak Drive, River Falls, WI 54022   

RSVP is required by June 22nd  

Come early and pick your own berries prior to 6 p.m. 

Click here to RSVP 

Click here for directions 

Find out more about the Berry Farm here 

http://www.SignUpGenius.com/go/60B0849ADAA2CA3F94-scvmga
https://goo.gl/maps/ziHPuT4Vd5J2
http://whitepineberryfarm.com/
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