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Garden U, SCVMGA’s annual spring 
conference, is providing a variety of 
garden concepts to attendees this year. 

Duane Otto, 
MN Arboretum, 
will talk about long-
term planning for 
perennials, shrubs 
and trees, and  how 
that fits in with his 
work in the spe-
cialty gardens using 

colors and containers. Soni Forsman 
will take us on a virtual journey show-
ing us how to add big water magic to 
the landscape, but on a small scale. 
Container water gardens are miniature 
replicas of their larger cousins and the 
water in self-contained water features 
disappears underground and magi-
cally returns. Nicole Mattson, Como 

Conservatory, will provide a pictorial 
tour of the garden as well as talk about 
the history of the Japanese Gardens, 
its relationship with St Paul’s sister city, 
Nagasaki, Japan, and the other Conser-
vatory venues.    

 The event includes lunch and 
breaks, plus our Garden Market Place 
with local garden-oriented vendors on 
hand. Don’t miss out on this continuing 
educational opportunity!

Perennials, landscape water containers, 
Japanese gardens will highlight Garden U

Charlotte Partridge Ordway Japanese 
Garden, Como Park Zoo and Conservatory

Welcome to our new members

Sixteen interns from the 2015 MGV class joined SCVMGA this year. Pictured 
in the front row from left are Claude Bovi, Rondi Feyereisen, Gladi Sippel, 
Corinna Wilde, Christine McGinnis and Sue Galoff. In the back row from left 
are Mitzi Roy, Barb Kolpin, Charlotte Nicholes, Beth Oman, Lisa Esselman, 
Mary Vagt, Mari Marson and Debby Walters. Not pictured are Joyce Rose 
and Lynn Steely. 

PHOTO BY DEB ANDAZOLA

March is a busy time for Master Gar-
deners. With Garden U on March 19, 
getting our variety trials seeds started, 
and looking forward to the coming 
growing season, we can be thinking 
about our pollinators and what kinds of 
plants we should be growing for them. 
Our March speaker, Mary Ellen Brue 
of Baldwin, has 
become a local 
milkweed and 
butterfly expert. 
Her presentation 
will describe 
the life cycle of 
butterflies and 
the importance of planting for larvae, 
caterpillars, butterflies and bees. After 
accidentally starting a milkweed garden 
10 years ago, Brue now has a variety of 
milkweed among many kinds of native 
pollinator-friendly plants.

The April 28 meeting will feature 
Nicholas Peters, the SCVMGA scholar-
ship recipient for 2014-
2015 at UWRF. From 
an early age as a 4-H’er 
through horticulture 
related organizations to 
working in a greenhouse 
and with a landscaping 
crew, Nick has pointed 
towards a career goal of landscaping. 
We’ll have the opportunity to learn 
what’s involved with our students in the 
Horticulture Department at UWRF. The 
meeting will begin at 6:45 pm at First 
Covenant Church in River Falls.

by Carolyn Barrette

by Carolyn Barrette

Nicholas Peters

MARCH MEETING
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Click here for 
Registration form

GARDEN U
Saturday, March 19

9 a.m.-3 p.m.
Hudson House 
Grand Hotel

by Carolyn Barrette

APRIL MEETING

First Covenant Church
1374 N. Main St.  
River Falls
Enter on Quarry Road

Thursday, March 31
6:45 business meeting
7:30 program

Note: Date change

https://www.facebook.com/groups/91016434192/
http://scvmga.weebly.com
http://scvmga.weebly.com/uploads/1/0/6/6/10663237/2016_garden_u_brochure.pdf
http://scvmga.weebly.com/uploads/1/0/6/6/10663237/2016_garden_u_brochure.pdf
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Happy Spring (almost) to all! For me, March is a month 
of anticipation and preparation. I just 
spent last weekend at the Spring Expo in 
River Falls. It’s fun to share my passion for 
horticulture and research-based informa-
tion with attendees and at the same time 
get to know other Master Gardeners better 
and on a more personal basis. I truly 
appreciate the ten who volunteered to 
help this year – Joni Garbe, Trent Kow-
alchyk, Rose Kuebker, Andrea Nelson, 
John Norquist, Matt Schmitz, Margaret 
Smith, Maria Scheidegger, Susan Wallin, 

and Peg Wastell. If you get a chance, you should ask them 
about the “Are You Smarter than a Rutabaga” game. Also, 

I encourage you to consider volunteering for other oppor-
tunities throughout the rest of 2016 to share your love and 
knowledge of gardening, including staffing our booths at 
the county fairs.

I am also looking forward to all the opportunities this 
month to add to my knowledge and get new ideas for my 
gardens and landscapes. By the time you read this, Spring 
Fling – Washington County Horticultural Society’s daylong 
seminar – will be over and if you weren’t able to attend, I 
encourage you to put it on your calendar for next year. But 
it will not be too late to attend Garden U. Carolyn Bar-
rette and Mitzi Roy have put together a great program with 
knowledgeable and engaging speakers, and a wonderful 
variety of vendors. 

I hope to see you there.

Barb Peterson

President’s Message

PHOTO BY DEB PEDERSTUEN

New Signs for Trial Gardens
Thanks to a Wisconsin Master Gar-
dener grant, permanent signs will 
be sprouting up in four locations of 
our Variety Plant Trials 
gardens: Baldwin Com-
munity Garden, Houl-
ton Elementary School 
Garden, New Richmond 
Community Garden, and 
UW-Extension’s Dem-
onstration and Learning 
Garden in River Falls. A 
list of each year’s trials will be posted 
on the back of the signs. “These dis-
play gardens are a wonderful teach-
ing tool,” says Peg Wastell, project 
coordinator (pictured above). 

Automotive 

clear coating 

to spray on 

signs. Email 

Peg Wastell or 

call her at
651-261-3892 

WANTED

Raising Monarchs is easy!

Experts on horticultural 
topics needed

Are you knowledgeable about peren-
nials? Native species? Woody plants? 
Vegetables? If you have experience on 
a specific horticultural topic, we need 
you! Occasionally, we receive ques-
tions from the public through the com-
ment section of our website. The Board 
is creating a list of members who can 
respond to specific questions. If you’d 
like to  be included, please contact 
Barb Peterson and note your area of 
expertise. 

Don’t throw away that ice-cream 
bucket! With the center of the lid cut 
out and some plastic screen (not metal), 
you can create a cozy habitat for Mon-
archs to develop 
from eggs to 
butterflies. Only 
two percent of 
Monarch eggs in 
the wild become 
butterflies due 
to predators. You 
can help! For 
detailed instruc-
tions, contact 
MGV Donna 
Davis (right) or 
go to monar-
chwatch.org.

Emerald Ash Borer Seminar
Emerald Ash Borer is a destructive 
insect that kills ash trees by feeding 
in their vascular system. The pest has 
killed millions of ash trees in eastern 
states and was recently discovered 
in Minnesota. This free seminar is for 
homeowners who want to protect ash 
trees in their yards and community. Dr. 
Brian Hudelson, director of UW-Plant 
Disease Diagnostics Clinic, will discuss 
identification, symptoms, and treat-
ments. City of Hudson Public Works 
will follow with a description of its ef-
forts to protect ash trees in the city.

6:30 p.m. Wednesday, March 16
Willow River Elementary School

Auditorium, 1118-4th St., Hudson

Pre-registration is required. Call Pierce 
County UW-Extension office at 715-
273-6781 or email Diana Alfuth.

Creative designers 
needed

The Board of Directors is looking for 
volunteers to update and spruce up 
three SCVMGA display boards used 
at expos, county fairs, workshops, 
and other MGV events. Please con-
tact Board President Barb Peterson.

The Board is also looking for some-
one with scrapbooking experience 
to create a scrapbook of SCVMGA 
activities in preparation of our 20th 
anniversary in 2018. Please contact 
Deb Pederstuen.

mailto:p.wastell%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:barb.peterson.wildwood%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:donnaleedavis%40att.net?subject=
mailto:donnaleedavis%40att.net?subject=
http://monarchwatch.org/rear/index.htm
http://monarchwatch.org/rear/index.htm
mailto:diana.alfuth%40ces.uwex.edu?subject=
mailto:barb.peterson.wildwood%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:debnrick%40gmail.com?subject=
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Easy Herb Gardens
By Lisa Mosbey

Lisa, who received her MG training in 
Nevada, is a Holistic Health Practitioner, 
Herbalist and Aromatherapist whose mission 
is to educate and empower people to use 
herb and essential oil plant remedies to aid 
their health and well-being. She writes a 
blog on herbs, gardening tips and recipes.

Precautions:  Because many herbs are potent, small amounts used 
regularly may be safest. Anything beyond culinary amounts may 
be too strong for certain individuals, such as women who are preg-
nant or nursing; individuals with some health conditions (e.g., liver 
disease); or those taking medications such as blood thinners and 
blood sugar-lowering drugs. For the science and studies on herbal 
remedies visit www.Pubmed.gov.

Karalyn Littlefield, a MGV since 2013, 
teaches classes in Food Science and Animal 
Science at UW-River Falls. After receiving 
a master’s degree in Food Science, Karalyn 
worked in the food industry.

Karalyn’s 
Kitchen

Being easy to store, garlic is readily available year 
around.  Allicin (a sulphur-containing amino acid) is 
responsible for the characteristically strong aroma of 
garlic. Garlic has compounds that are powerful germ 
fighters and can protect against bacteria, virus and 
fungus, which makes it perfect for winter remedies. 
All forms of garlic are immune stimulating, detoxify-
ing, cholesterol balancing, and contain blood-thinning 
properties.

Battlefield hospitals during World War I and II used 
garlic to treat wounded soldiers’ infections and dysen-
tery. Scientists have confirmed the antibiotic properties 
of garlic through numerous studies illustrating its effec-
tiveness against fungal, bacterial, and viral strains.  

Cooking or roasting garlic mellows its flavor and 
aroma, which makes it more palatable for some. Garlic 
offers more nutritional and medicinal properties when 
consumed raw. Eat cooked garlic regularly and raw 
garlic often. Preparations can be super simple. Try these 
tasty culinary remedies:  pickled garlic, garlic pesto, 
garlic oil, garlic vinegar, garlic butter, and my favorite 
garlic infused honey. Just remember garlic has blood-
thinning properties. Store garlic in a cool, dry, dark 
place (preferably not a refrigerator) in an open container 
that allows air to circulate around the heads. Garlic may 
be stored this way for a couple of months or more.

Garlic (Allium sativum)

Hot-n-Spicy Garlic Tea

The days are getting longer and seem to be getting 
warmer. We know that the season is changing and we hold 
out hope that spring is on the way. While we wait, let me 
take you on a little journey to Veracruz on the Caribbean 
coast of eastern Mexico. Veracruz is a city in the state of Ve-
racruz. The state lies along the Gulf of Mexico with abundant 
fish and seafood, and is in a temperate region where herbs, 
chiles and limes grow readily. The Spanish have influenced 
cuisine in the area since the 1500s when Cortez arrived on 
the mainland. 

Three of the signature flavors of Mexican cooking – chile, 
lime and herbs – provide lightness and zest to this dish, 
without adding fat and with minimal calories. Combine these 
with the brininess of olives and capers and the freshness of a 
white-fleshed fish to enjoy some “sunshine” in your kitchen. 

1-2 cloves crushed garlic 
1 Tbsp. grated ginger root
2 Tbsp. fresh lemon juice (1/2 lemon)
1 Tbsp. honey to taste (more or less)
Cover ginger and garlic with 1 cup boiling water 

and let steep for 20 minutes. Strain, add lemon juice 
and honey. Enjoy!

Fish Fillets with Tomatoes, Capers, Olives, Herbs 
(Filetes de Pescado a la Veracruzana)

Place fish in a single layer in a dish or in a gallon reseal-
able bag. Add lime juice and salt. Marinate for 15-30 min-
utes. While it marinates, heat a skillet or saucepan large 
enough to hold the fish in one layer, over medium heat.   
Add the oil and onion; cook until translucent. Add the 
garlic and cook another minute or two. Add all remaining 
ingredients except fish. Simmer 10-15 minutes to reduce 
the sauce and mingle the flavors. Add the fish fillets and 
cover with some of the sauce. Reduce heat to low, cover 
and simmer until fish is cooked through, 8-12 minutes. 
Taste and adjust salt. Discard bay leaves. Sprinkle with 
minced parsley. Serve with lime wedges.

2 lbs. white-fleshed fish filets, such as tilapia
2 limes, juiced
salt to taste
2 T. olive oil
2 onions, peeled and sliced
3 cloves garlic, peeled and minced
1 – 28 oz. can of diced tomatoes 
(or 3 cups fresh, peeled, seeded, chopped)
¼ cup sliced jalapeno peppers (or your favorite)
1/3 cup pitted green olives, quartered
2 T. capers, rinsed, optional
2 bay leaves
3 T. minced parsley (plus more for garnish)
2 T. dried oregano
black pepper

Filetes de Pescado a la Veracruzana

http://herbidea.com/#sthash.Pnip1sVD.dpbs
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/?term=herbal+remedies
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NEW MEMBERS
Our 2016 Master Gardener Volun-

teer (MGV) family has blossomed to 
197 members! We have 178 renewing 
MGVs, 16 MGV interns from the 2015 
class, and 3 new MGVs. Eleven of the 
16 MGV interns joined at our January 
28th Open House. Five MGV interns 
joined last fall. 

MGV interns eager to begin their 
volunteer service are: Claude Bovi and 
his wife, Charlotte Nicholes of New 
Richmond; Lisa Esselman of Houlton; 
Rondi Feyereisen, Mari Marson, and 
Joyce Rose of Hudson; Sue Galoff of 
Elmwood; Barbara Kolpin and Gladi 
Sippel of River Falls; Mary Vagt of 
Maiden Rock; and Corinna Wilde of 
Prescott. 

We welcomed two new MGVs from 
Hudson: Sharon Grundtner, 2010 MG 
intern, and Linda Bertram, 2009 MGV. 
Joining last fall was Vickie Reschke, 
2011 MG of Ill. Linda Bertram is a 
former five-year SCVMGA member 
who served on the Board of Directors 
as St. Croix County Representative in 
2011-2012 and Vice President in 2013. 
Take time to meet with all our new 
members. 

NEW ASSISTANTS 
Notice someone new in the kitchen 

at the February meeting? Hospitality 
Coordinator Trina Frank, is delighted 
to have MG intern Rondi Feyereisen 
for her new assistant. Rondi is known 
among her relatives to be ‘the best 
hostess’ at family gatherings. 

Our thanks to Joni Garbe for her 
wonderful hospitality assistance in 
2015. Joni will devote her time as 
Project Leader of our second-hand 
Garden Book Collection. For a free-will 
offering, grab a garden-
ing resource book or 
two at her new Garden 
U display!

 New 2016 website 
updates are greatly ap-
preciated! Thanks to our 

devoted and diligent Sprinklings Editor 
Colleen Callahan and two MG interns 
Mari Marson and Debby Walters. Web-
master Ellen Montgomery will resume 
her tasks after completing a major 
Hudson School District project.

New smiling faces will soon greet 
you at the sign-in table. Joining the 
Welcome Committee are Bev Hoppe 
and Deb Schommer. Bev was River 
Falls Farmers Market Coordinator in 
2013 & 2015 and Deb was Volunteer 
Co-coordinator in 2015. 

Our special thanks to retiring 
Yvonne Koch-Proctor who started the 
Welcome Committee at the River Falls 
Public Library while Vice President in 
2009. Yvonne finds it difficult to partici-
pate in evening meetings as she lives 
in Chetek. She is one of our St. Croix 
County Fair Coordinators.

COMMUNITY SERVICE PROJECTS
The number of service projects 

Lisa Mosbey, Volunteer Coordinator, 
displayed at the January Open House 
was overwhelming! Getting volunteer 
names back to project leaders is key 
to every successful project. That’s how 
Barbara Johnson will be of great as-
sistance. She will email project leaders 
in SCVMGA and in the community. For 
project information, contact either Lisa 
or Barbara at scvmgvolunteers@gmail.
com.

PHOTO COMMITTEE
Many thanks to Barbara Nelson 

for coordinating the Visual Com-
munications (Photo) Committee the 
past five years! Barbara will continue 
taking photos, but her focus is on the 
Glenwood City Community Garden 
for which she has lead responsibility. 

Contact Deb Pederstuen at debnrick@
gmail.com if interested in scheduling 
any of our eight photographers to take 
photos at our activities. 

LEADERSHIP TEAM 
Great news! JoAnn Ryan is the first 

member to volunteer for the new New 
Richmond Community Garden Leader-
ship Team. She’ll send a weekly email 
relating all the garden needs to MGVs 
on the SCVMGA garden volunteer list. 
JoAnn is also Project Leader for our 
Garden Design Group. To volunteer, 
contact Barb Peterson at barb.peterson.
wildwood@gmail.com for this impor-
tant community service project!! 

MOVING ON
For three years, Heidi Doering has 

served St. Croix County residents as 
their UW-Extension Horticulture Edu-
cator. Knowing UW-Extension budget 
cuts are imminent, Heidi is leav-
ing soon for a more secure position. 
The good news is, she will commute 
from her home in Roberts! SCVMGA 
members have always enjoyed Heidi’s 
enthusiasm and horticulture expertise. 
As a 14-year member, Heidi spoke at 
many meetings, plus January Open 
House meetings, Garden U Spring 
Seminars, and at the Western District 
MG Fall Workshops. In 2014, Heidi 
hosted two garden tours, one at Bald-
win’s Gold Finch Farms and her own 
Garden of Willows. Our best to Heidi! 

2016 NOMINATION COMMITTEE
The role of the Nomination Commit-

tee is to establish a slate of candidates 
to replace open positions on the Board 
of Directors annually. To meet the 
requirements of our by-laws, the 2016 
committee will be: 

Board Member Barb Kolbe
Pierce Co. Rep. Kathye Beebe
St. Croix Co. Rep. JoAnn Ryan
Past President Donna Davis (will also 
serve as committee coordinator)

Bring them to Garden U on March 
19 and add them to Joni’s display of 
second-hand books. They’ll be avail-
able to all for a free-will offering.

Any used gardening books lying around? 

By Deb Pederstuen
MEMBERSHIP NEWS

mailto:scvmgvolunteers%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:scvmgvolunteers%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:debnrick%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:debnrick%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:barb.peterson.wildwood%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:barb.peterson.wildwood%40gmail.com?subject=
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The oleander aphid (Aphis nerii) species is originally 
from the Mediterranean. Now found worldwide, they are 
commonly seen on milkweed, vinca, asters and a number 
of other plants throughout the spring and 
summer. Adults may be winged or wingless 
(winged forms usually appear when food 
becomes scarce), but all are female. Nymphs 
and adults are bright yellow with black legs, 
antennae, and cornicles (the tube-like struc-
tures towards end of the abdomen). Repro-
duction is by parthenogenesis (females giving 
birth to live young without fertilization of the 
egg). No males have ever been observed in 
the wild for this species. They take in noxious 
substances from milkweeds, some of which 
is stored in the cornicles and then secreted 
for defensive purposes. The bright yellow 
color is a warning to potential predators; the 
predators often become deformed after feed-
ing. The oleander aphid carries a number of 
viral pathogens only common in subtropical 
America. For the past few years, the highest 
oleander aphid populations I have seen have been from the 
end of July to the middle of August on milkweed.

The family of insects containing the aphids include about 

1,500 species in North America, with about 300 species in 
Wisconsin. There are many closely related insects such as 
mealybugs, adelgids, scales, etc. Identification can often be 

difficult as immature aphids of a number of 
species can have many color forms. If pos-
sible, the wing structure of the adult is used 
for identification to species. They are very 
small insects (about 0.2 inches in length) and 
show incomplete metamorphosis. They all 
are soft-bodied and pear-shaped. They suck 
plant sap from leaves and stems and can have 
a very high reproduction rate (as many as 15 
generations a year), each generation being 
of very short duration (10 days). A number of 
species carry viral pathogens.

Aphids have many predators that feed on 
them, such as ladybird beetles and lacewings. 
Management, if necessary, can include a 
strong spray of water to knock them off the 
plant (this appears to be the best strategy as 
long as the force of the spray does not knock 
off monarch eggs) and biological controls. 

General-purpose insecticides are not recommended for the 
oleander aphid as they may interfere with monarch egg and 
larval development.

Oleander aphids
by Jerry Bridge

Oleander aphid
(photo by aphid.net.org)

of the month
Bug

Plantables is an exciting worker-
focused business in downtown Hudson 
that manufactures products for gardens 
and the environment.  If you didn’t 
get to hear Jim Schreiber, owner and 
director of Plantables at the February 
meeting, you should definitely follow 
up by visiting their website. Plantables’ 
integrated workforce creates a combo 
product, Bee Bombs, similar to the way 
peanut butter and chocolate are com-
bined to make Reese’s® Peanut Butter 
Cups — only you can plant theirs! Bee 
Bombs are simply scattered to give 
a random planting effect, ideal in a 
prairie garden. Plantables is providing 
Bee Bombs to the Hudson Community 
Foundation Project Spark Grant, where 
participants plant wildflowers in areas 
throughout Hudson with the adopt-a-
spot method. 

They also use paper and seeds to 
make greeting cards. Schreiber joked 

that they use only “smart paper” – recy-
cled school tests and quizzes with high 
scores. They use primarily zinnias and 
herb seed in their products. 

Schreiber employs adults 
with cognitive disabilities. As 
a special education teacher 
for many years, Schreiber 
has an ideal perspective to 
help his employees suc-
ceed. His primary focus 
is on what they “can” do 
– not what they “can’t.” He 
currently employs 15 workers, and runs 
two shifts per day. Plantables’ mission 
is: 
• Striving to create a work environment 

that accommodates all ability levels 
and facilitates lifelong learning. 
Special needs adaptive equipment 
and assistive communication devices 
are used to involve workers of all 
abilities.

• Involving various community mem-

bers, such as students in the Com-
municative Disorders program at the 
University of Wisconsin-River Falls, 
who volunteer to work along with 

the employees to develop positive 
interactions that benefit both the 
workers and the volunteers.

• Raising awareness about the im-
portance of honey bees and other 

pollinating insects in our environ-
ment, and the recent decline in the 
health of honey bees.

• Producing high quality seed-embed-
ded products, made from sustainable 
materials, which will attract benefi-
cial insects as well as enhance any 
garden.
Planting the word is easy: like them 

on Facebook and or follow them on 
Twitter. Support them by purchasing 
custom products, using them for a fund-
raiser, making donations and volunteer-
ing. They even have an online store. 
They also make wedding invitations! 

by Vickie Reschke

Planting birthday cards for pollinators
FEBRUARY MEETING

http://www.plantables.net
https://www.facebook.com/plantablesllc
https://twitter.com/Plantables


Diana Alfuth kicked off the January meeting by introduc-
ing the newest graduates of the class portion of Master Gar-
dener Volunteer (MGV) training. It was a great turnout of 104 
attendees for our first 2016 Open House at First Covenant 
Church. 

Diana handed out certificates to newly-minted master gar-
deners who had taken the MGV class in 2014 and completed 
their volunteer hours in 2015. She then recognized MGVs 
who had reached volunteer-hour milestones. For 2015, 
Diana reported that SCVMGA had volunteered over 7,000 
hours!  Diana joked: “You made me look good!” She was 

quick to point out that communities we 
serve reap the benefits of our work.

The featured speaker at the January 
meeting was SCVMGA member Margaret 
Smith, who is also Executive Director of 
The Trumpeter Swan Society (TTSS), a 
conservation organization committed to 
assuring the vitality and welfare of wild 
Trumpeter swans. The society was formed 
in 1968 with a goal of bringing swans 
back from the brink of extinction. Mar-
garet spoke eloquently about the types 
of swans, their history, characteristics, 
habitat, and the work that she and others 
are doing to ensure the recovery of this 

treasured North American species. Following are just a few 
fun facts that Margaret shared: 
• The Trumpeter Swan is North America’s largest waterfowl.
• In 1918 hunting swans was banned.  
• In 1919, near the brink of extinction, only 69 swans were 

located during a survey of the population at Yellowstone 
National Park (their stronghold in the contiguous 48 
states). 

• Wisconsin swans today are descended from eggs collect-
ed in Alaska and hatched at the Milwaukee Zoo.

• Swans are “indicators” of healthy wetlands.
• Swans mate for life.
• Swan eggs are three times the size of a chicken egg.
• Average brood size is 3-6.
• Cygnets average 7ounces at birth, are usually born in 

June and stay with their parents through the summer and 
winter.

• Swans learn to fly at about 4 months of age. They are awk-
ward fliers, which makes this a time of high mortality.

• Swans can live up to 30 years.
Perhaps the most important point was that although swans 

have made a remarkable comeback, they face constant 
threats from habitat destruction, loss of historic migration 
patterns, climate change, development, and most threatening 
– lead poisoning. (See story below.)

To learn more about trumpeter swans, visit The Trumpeter 
Swan Society’s website. 
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by Margaret Smith
I really enjoyed sharing with you 

the story of the Trumpeter swan’s 
return to North America – and in par-
ticular to Wisconsin and Minnesota – 
at our January meeting. The comeback 
from the brink of extinction is a story 
of adventure, partnership and dedica-
tion.

As I mentioned, lead poisoning is 
a serious health issue for swans and 
other birds. Lead ammunition and lead 
fishing tackle are the two main sources 
that birds ingest, causing their slow 
and painful death. 

On April 11 in all 72 counties, you 
have a chance to let Wisconsin De-
partment of Natural Resources (DNR) 
know your thoughts about lead on 
state-managed lands through the Con-
servation Congress. The Congress is an 
advisory group of five elected citizens 
from each county who represent their 

Trumpeter swans in peril from lead in ammunition, fishing tackle
Wisconsin Conservation Congress

SPRING HEARINGS
7 p.m. Monday, April 11

ST. CROIX COUNTY
St. Croix Central High School Commons
1751 Broadway St., Hammond
PIERCE COUNTY
Ellsworth High School Cafeteria
323 Hillcrest St., Ellsworth

county’s interests regarding natural 
resource management. The Congress 
holds Spring Hearings where citizens 
are asked to vote on a number of issues. 
This year’s questions include: 

• should non-toxic ammunition be 
required on all DNR-managed lands? 
(Question 22).

• should fishing tackle under ½ 
ounce be required? (Question 23).

There is also a question asking if a 
moratorium on frac-sand mining should 
be implemented until the completion 

of a study (Question 21). Frac-sand 
mining affects wetlands and water 
quality. The Spring Hearings last a 
couple of hours and you must attend 
to vote, but you can fill out your ballot 
and leave at any time. To learn more 
about the Conservation Congress 
Spring Hearings, visit their website.

A St. Croix River cygnet a few days before 
its rescue on February 25, 2016.  The 
greenish stain on its throat and breast is 
bile it has vomited up as a result of lead 
poisoning. This also captures the head 
shaking which is characteristic of illness, 
including lead poisoning. 

PHOTO BY TAMMY WOLFE

Deb Andazola 
was honored for 
completing 1,000 
volunteer hours.

PHOTO BY DEB PEDERSTUEN

New-member welcome, volunteer recognition, 
lives of Trumpeter swans filled the evening 

JANUARY “ANNUAL KICKOFF” 

by Mary Pat Finnegan

http://www.trumpeterswansociety.org
http://www.trumpeterswansociety.org
http://dnr.wi.gov/About/WCC/springhearing.html


BALDWIN-WOODVILLE ––––––
B-W Giezendanner School Forest

Debby Walters
control invasive species 

Viking Middle School
Debby Walters
maintain prairie restoration project

ELLSWORTH ––––––––––––––––
Pierce County Fair (Aug. 11-14)

Leroy Clark
plan, setup displays, staff booth

Pierce County Fairground Gardens 
Karen O’Brien
plant, maintain flower gardens

ELMWOOD ––––––––––––––––
Personal Property Plant ID Project

Teresa Davis
work as a team to identify plants in 
people’s yards

GLENWOOD CITY –––––––––
Glenwood Community Garden

Barb Nelson
plant, manage variety trials

Glenwood City “Welcome Cows” 
Bonnie Walters
help 4-H club with planting, main-
taining sign plot

St. Croix County Fair (July 20-24)
Norma Rudesill, 715-688-2160
plan, setup displays, staff booth

HUDSON –––––––––––––––––
Hudson Farmers Market (Plaza 94)

Tuesdays 8 a.m.-noon (June-Oct.)
Janet Jones
set up, tear down MGV table, answer 
questions, provide info to public

Hudson Farmers Market 
(Faith Community Church)
Saturdays 8 a.m.-noon (June-Oct.)
Dawn Kleinknecht, 612-203-9030
set up, tear down MGV table, answer 
questions, provide info to public

Lakefront Park (April-Oct)
Ramona Robinson
help design, maintain, harvest, share 
edible landscape

Octagon House (Mondays)
Janet Haut
maintain gardens

Willow River Elementary School 
Ramona Robinson
help design, supervise, maintain edu-
cation garden

Willow River State Park 
Tashina Lahr-Manifold
give tours, maintain Nature Center 
garden

Hudson Middle School
Mike Deneen
restore, maintain courtyard garden, 
help with outdoor classrooms

YMCA Camp St. Croix (April 17)
Alicia Miller
set up, staff booth for Earth Day

Homestead Parklands Memorial 
Gardens, Perch Lake (April-Oct.)

Justin Townsend
plant annual garden, bring ideas for 
beautifying park

Christian Community Home 
Deb Pederstuen
weekly 2-hour maintenance of court-
yard gardens

NEW RICHMOND –––––––––––
New Richmond Community Garden

JoAnn Ryan
plant, weed, harvest, donate produce

Deerfield Gables Care Center
Carolyn Craig
spring cleanup, fertilizing, mulching 
therapy garden, bird sanctuary

PRESCOTT ––––––––––––––––––
Great River Road Visitor Center

Deb Kittilson
garden maintenance

RIVER FALLS ––––––––––––––––
Boulevard Flower Plot

Donna Reuter
rejuvenate flower plot

Demonstration and Learning Garden                   
(Hoffman Park)
Diana Alfuth
plan, weed, give demonstrations, 
scout for problems

Grow to Share Community Garden  
   (Hoffman Park)

Megan Loga
need board member, coordinator 

Grow to Share Herb Garden 
(Hoffman Park) Terry Anderson
plant, maintain, harvest herbs

Have a Heart Farm
Bobbie Kuhn
maintain three raised beds 

River Falls Farmers Market
Tuesdays and Saturdays
Elaine Baker
staff booth, answer questions

St. Croix Valley Habitat for Humanity
Dennis Schmidt
work on new gardens for Habitat 
families

Wings of Spring Bird Festival 
Saturday, May 7
Wendy Hill
staff booth, provide hands-on pollina-
tor activity

Westside Elementary School
April-Oct
Becky Cunningham
guidance on seed, plant selection, 
coordinate student garden work

SOMERSET ––––––––––––––––––
Parnell Prairie Reserve (May-Sept)

Jean Hoffman
transplanting, general maintenance

ANYWHERE –––––––––––––––––
SCVMGA Annual Plant Sale

Saturday, June 4
Corky Weeks
donate plants, help with sale

Hospitality Committee
Trina Frank
bring treats to monthly meetings

Sprinklings Newsletter
Colleen Callahan
contribute articles including summa-
ries of monthly presentations, book 
reviews, general interest, columns

Garden Book Collection
Joni Garbe
donate used gardening books, bring 
to monthly meetings

Visual Communications Team
Deb Pederstuen
take photos of SCVMGA meetings, 
events

MGV Helping Hands
Gail Behr
help fellow Master Gardeners in time 
of need

Volunteer Opportunities
If you have a project that you would like to include on this list, please contact Lisa Mosbey, Volunteer Coordinator. 

Note: click on underlined names for direct email links.
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Reserve your volunteer spot 
at the St. Croix County Fair!

Thanks to MGV Norma Rudesill, 
you can use “Signup Genius.” 

mailto:vikingms76%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:%20vikingms76%40gmail.com%20?subject=
mailto:leroycclark%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:karenobrien2%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:brunnete80%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:bjnels%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:bonnie.s.walters%40uwrf.edu%20?subject=
mailto:dbutler1%40pressenter.com?subject=
mailto:ramona.robinson%40ymail.com%20?subject=
mailto:jahaut%40comcast.net?subject=
mailto:ramona.robinson%40ymail.com?subject=
mailto:willowrivernaturecenter%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:MBDen%40outlook.com%20?subject=
mailto:aleisha.miller%40co.saint-croix.wi.us?subject=
mailto:Justin.townsend%40co.saint-croix.wi.us?subject=
mailto:debnrick%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:ryjo7%40yahoo.com?subject=
mailto:cacraig%40frontiernet.com?subject=
mailto:debkittilson%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:dreuter49%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:diana.alfuth%40ces.uwex.edu?subject=
mailto:growtoshare%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:iluvgardens%40gmail?subject=
mailto:robertakuhn%40haveaheartinc.org?subject=
mailto:elainebaker55%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:dennis.schmidt%40scvhabitat.org?subject=
mailto:hill.wendy%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:becky.cunningham%40rfsd.k12.wi.us?subject=
mailto:jeanlh%40me.com?subject=
mailto:cweeks%40pressenter.com?subject=
mailto:tinafrank%40att.net%20?subject=
mailto:giverny%40me.com?subject=
mailto:jonisyshi%40yahoo.com?subject=
mailto:debnrick%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:gbehr%40baldwin-telecom.net?subject=
mailto:lmosbey%40herbidea.com?subject=
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e084ca9a728a5fe3-fair
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Sprinklings is a newsletter publication of the St. Croix Val-
ley Master Gardener Association and is published eight times 
a year: monthly issues in May, June, July and August; and 
bimonthly issues in September/October, November/December, 
January/February, and March/April. It is emailed to members in 
PDF format, and archived on the association’s website at 
http://scvmga.weebly.com
All SCVMGA members are welcome to contribute articles, 
information, book reviews, or ideas on any horticultural topic. 
Submission deadline is the first Friday of the publication month. 
The next deadline is Friday, May 6 for the May issue. Please 
email submissions or inquiries to giverny@me.com.

Editor: Colleen Callahan
Communications Coordinator: Suzy Naschansky
Circulation Manager: Diana Alfuth

Sprinklings

I had the opportunity to attend the University of Illinois 
Extension’s MG-hosted “Nursery School: Lessons in Garden-
ing” on February 16 in Moline, Ill. The event is sponsored 
by MG associations from four counties and usually attracts 
a crowd of 250-300. This is held annually, so if you are ever 
in need of a road trip, check out this symposium. Visit their 
website in early January for early-bird pricing. 

The event, which costs $45, serves a sit-down catered 
lunch. They are required to use the iWireless Center’s cater-
ing company, so MGs can’t bring in food or treats. They have 
door prizes donated by the vendors and other Quad Cities 
area businesses. This year they had more than 30 door prizes. 

This year’s keynote speaker was Roy Diblik, noted plants-
man and designer of Northwind Perennial Farm in Burling-
ton, Wis. His focus was rethinking the way we design our 
gardens, emphasizing that with a selection of regionally 
dependable perennials, endless natural plant patterns can 
be constructed, each relating to time and cost to maintain. 
He stressed that if we plant our perennials close together we 
won’t need wood mulch to keep the weeds down. 

After the keynote I was able to select from 20 classes (one 

“Spring Expo”

 Sponsored by
Barron County Master Gardener Volunteers

Saturday, April 2
8:30 a.m. - 3 p.m.

WITC Conference Center
        Rice Lake

CLICK FOR MORE INFO

Illinois Master Gardeners attend nursery school

each from four sessions) including Preserving the Fall Har-
vest; Sedums and Succulents; Trends in Outdoor Living; A 
Few of My Favorite Friends; Pollinators; Compatible Peren-
nials; Making Flavored Vinegars; Planting Containers for 
Pollinators; Wild Mushrooms; Rain Gardens; What’s Wrong 
with My Tree?; Raising Urban Chickens; Gardening Under 
Ground; Photography; Miniature Garden Make & Take; 
Organic Silk Scarves Make & Take; New Trees and Shrubs; 
Native Flower Seeds; and Lawn Care Fundamentals!

I chose Attract, Observe and Understand Pollinators; 
Compatible Perennials; Shady Characters; and Organic Silk 
Scarves Make & Take. I admit I enjoyed learning how to dye 
silk scarves the best. She even gave me permission to teach it 
up here if anyone is interested. My sister is contemplating a 
rain garden, so in hindsight, taking the Rain Garden session 
may have been a good choice. 

Due to the rising prices the iWireless Center is charging, 
they are searching for another venue. I served as a chairper-
son for this event, and know how much planning and coor-
dination it takes to be successful. As an attendee this year, I 
fully appreciated the behind-the-scenes effort involved!

by Vickie Reschke

WANTED
BUCKETS! MGVs Deb and Jim Barron of Red Barn Farm 
are looking for ice-cream buckets, 5-gallon, 6-gallon and 
kitty-litter buckets. They don’t need lids. Prefer food grade, 
but will consider if clean. They will pick up or you may 
drop off. Call 715-425-8926 and leave a message. The 
Barrons sell their flowers and produce at the River Falls 
Farmers Market.

FOR SALE
GINGER, TUMERIC & THAI GINGER RHIZOMES. Grown 
in Hawaii in above-ground culture, virus-free and certified 
organic. Need to plant by March 15. Email Heidi Doering 
at Xylem Green LLC. Click for flier and order form.
REFRACTOMETER. BrixTek Hand-Held 0-32° Tests sugar 
content in home brewing and winemaking. $50. More 
info.

Grant Application 
Deadline

Click here for application

Hurry! SCVMGA 

Monday, March 14, 2016

http://scvmga.weebly.com
mailto:giverny@me.com
http://web.extension.illinois.edu/hmrs/
http://scvmga.weebly.com/uploads/1/0/6/6/10663237/barroncountyspring_expo.pdf
mailto:xylemgreen%40pressenter.com?subject=
http://scvmga.weebly.com/uploads/1/0/6/6/10663237/ginger-turmeric_flyer_2016.pdf
http://scvmga.weebly.com/uploads/1/0/6/6/10663237/order_form_for_ginger-turmeric_2016.pdf
http://scvmga.weebly.com/bulletin-board.html
http://scvmga.weebly.com/bulletin-board.html
http://scvmga.weebly.com/uploads/1/0/6/6/10663237/2016_scvmga_grant_application.pdf

