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Our Glads tour time has 
changed.  Jim Madsen indicat-
ed he would have more time to 
talk and tour us if we came in 
the afternoon of Saturday, Sept. 
6, rather than in the morning 
when he and his workers are 
picking glads for the markets.  
That would be a better experi-
ence and opportunity for us to 
see the many glad gardens and 
types he has available.

Paul is arranging a bus for 
a pickup in Hudson at the 
Park & Ride off Old Hwy 35/
Hanley Road area and a second 
pickup in New Richmond in 
the Walmart parking lot.  Exact 
times will be announced closer 
to the date.

 Reservations will be taken 
again at the August meeting. 
Cost is $10 in advance, please. 

You may also reserve a spot 
by sending a check to:

Treasurer Jackie Daharsh 
141 Deerwood Ct. 
Hudson, WI  54016

 VOL 17    NO 6

Sneak a peek inside plants, bugs

Latest Updates

Still-H2O, 1266 West Frontage Road, Valley Ridge Mall, Stillwater   

CR Stephens, owner of Still-H2O, spoke to MGs some time ago 
regarding hydroponic gardening.  His company carries a complete 
supply of hydroponic and organic gardening materials. Having 
moved to Valley Ridge Mall - at the newly rebuilt Greeley exit off 
Hwy 36 - CR has enough room to accommodate us and give a 
demonstration of hydroponic gardening. Just in time to start your 
winter garden.

In addition, Still-H2O serves as a local source for brewing and 
wine-making equipment and supplies. He would be happy to dis-
cuss the art of home brewing, also. 

Should you care to make an evening of it and have dinner too, 
Aristos (Greek/Mediterranean) and Acapulco (Mexican) are two 
good places to eat at the Mall. 

NEXT MEETING:  Thursday,  Aug. 28    6:45 p.m.

Gladiolus Tour - Sept. 6

If you missed the 
chance to peer into 
the small worlds 
of plants and bugs 
at the St. Croix 
County Fair, don’t 
worry. 

You have 
another op-

portuni-
ty at the Pierce County 
Fair.

Jerry Bridge, an 
MGV from New Rich-
mond, will  bring 

August 7-10
Ellsworth

his popular mi-
croscopes and six 
informative display 
boards to Pierce 
County.   

And remember 
to check out his 
beautiful antique 
roses.

Pots of fragrant 
chocolate mint, cilantro, parsley, 
lavender and rosemary will be on 
display as well.

Be sure to tell your friends to 
stop by the MG booth!

Carolyn’s 
Gardens

Page 7

http://scvmga.weebly.com
University of Wisconsin-Extension

http://scvmga.weebly.com


JULY 2014  2 SprinklingsAUGUST 2014      2

by Carolyn Barrette

Community Garden 

Harvest has started and over 100 pounds of 
beans have been picked and distributed around 
the county.  The first few Sun Sugar tomatoes have 
been eaten by volunteers with the promise that 
soon there will be ample to pick and distribute.  
The onions are big and juicy and the zucchini are 
starting to produce. Broccoli and cabbage are not 
far behind.   

 We have had a faithful few volunteers doing 
the weeding.  Thank you to the nine people who 
helped with the tomato tie-up.  But the Com-
munity Garden needs more help!  A few Master 
Gardeners and the Summer Stretch kids from St 
Anne’s in Somerset - who have come three Thurs-
day mornings to weed and harvest - have been the 
backbone of workers.

 We need help Tuesday mornings, Thursday 
evenings, and any time on weekends.  With the 
tomatoes coming into production soon - and they 
do look good, albeit short - we will need people to 
pick and distribute tomatoes and other produce.

 Remember, you can take the veggies to any 
senior meal center, food shelf, or senior living 
quarters you wish.  They enjoy the produce.  A list 
of food shelf hours and locations, as well as food 
distribution programs and WIC hours and places, 
is in the back of the notebook.  

 The notebook in which you record your hours 
and the pounds of vegetables picked, along with 
the scale to weigh them, can be found in the 
brown Master Gardener garden shed in the south-
west corner of the community garden.  It’s the only 
shed in this area.  Just be careful when opening 
and closing the doors as they are plastic.  

 Thank you for your help - all you hard working 
community gardeners. 

The initial impetus for the garden came in 2000 
from Chris Bethke, a county board member and town 
chairman, who suggested to Diana Alfuth, Pierce 
County UW Extension Horticulture Educator, that such 
an activity should take place. Connie Balow, a New 
Richmond area Master Gardener, worked with Diana 
and other Master  Gardeners, among them Don Hall, 
Heidi Doering, Nancy Hunt and Marilyn Gorham to 
begin planning for the garden. Volunteers turned a 
grassy, brush-filled and weedy area east of the Center 
into a garden by clearing the land and tilling.  

Renters joined the original group in the second year.  
The garden began to produce more vegetables and less 
weeds and grass. The renters added a flower garden.
The garden was supported by a grant from SCVMGA, 
rental plot proceeds and  volunteer contributions. The 
vegetables grown were delivered through Share the 
Bounty and Public Health WIC programs.  

In 2002 Jon Behling, Horticulture Educator for St. 
Croix County and a CSA farmer, provided expertise in 
seed starting and extended season gardening. Jon start-
ed  the use of plastic ground cover, overseeding and 
irrigation so it would serve as a demonstration garden. 
He established a procedure for tying up tomatoes that 
is still used. He also planted second crops of some 
vegetables to lengthen the production season. Seeds for 
transplant peppers, tomatoes and the cole crops were 
started in March with the help of Rush Creek Nursery, 
south of Baldwin. 

The number of Master Garden-
er volunteers increased and New 
Richmond High School students 
added the garden as a Service 
Day project.  

Records show that 21,800 
pounds of food were distributed 
between 2003-008. Moving the 
garden in 2006 and 2007 saw 
production drop, but it re-
bounded in 2008 with the help 
of double cropping of some vegetables and increased 
production in others.   

History of New Richmond’s
Community Garden

Edited from an article by Warren Page

2003

2004

2005

2006

2007

2008

2,000 lbs.

4,000 lbs.

4,200 lbs.

3,400 lbs.

3,400 lbs.

4,800 lbs.

Pounds of Food
Distributed

2000-08

“Remember — our garden gives 
away all the produce to others.” 

New Richmond Update

garden.The
garden.The
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Allium wakegi

Volunteer Opportunities

Baldwin
 Community Garden, 1650-8th Ave.
 philpark@hotmail.com, 715-688-2851
 Supervise, maintain, harvest, donate

Ellsworth
 Pierce County Fair (Aug. 7-10)
 Helen at gfryer@bevcomm.net
 Planning, setup, man booth, help with displays

 VFW Post, 154 S. Plum St.
 Carol at matzek@centurytel.net, 715-262-5232
 Mulch, edge landscape, perennial care

Glenwood City
 St. Croix County Fair (July 16-20) 
 Brenda at nurseonloose@baldwin-telecom.net
 Yvonne at jdproctor33@hotmail.com
 Planning, setup, man booth, help with displays

Hammond
 St Mary’s Community Garden, 1420 Fithian St.
 Mike at mandb1973@aol.com, 715-386-9792
 Sunday School garden, Grade School garden coordination   
 or help

 Village Community Garden, Ridgeway Road
 Mike at mandb1973@aol.com, 715-386-9792
 Coordinate, help with growing community food, flowers  
 and orchard

Hudson
 Hudson Hospital, 405 Stageline Road
 Jean at jean.m.weiler@hudsonhospital.org
 Indoor plant caretaker; coordinate, help with community  
 garden

 Octagon House, 1004-3rd Ave.
 Jean at jahaut@comcast.net, 715-377-0645
 Monday workdays, general garden maintenance

 Christian Community Home, 1320 Wisconsin St.
 shelly.destasio@cchudson.org, 715-386-9303
 2-5 hrs. monthly maintenance of Memory Care gardens

 YMCA Camp St. Croix, 532 Co. Rd. F
  stephanie.lentz@ymcatwincities.org, 612-465-0561
 Landscape, greenhouse, flower & vegetable gardens

Volunteer Coordinator: Pauline Goerdt, cimicifuga2@hotmail.com

Please contact Pauline if you have projects in need of help.
This list is also available online at scvmga.weebly.com

Hudson (cont’d)
 Humble Acres, 433 East Cove Rd.
 Diane at 612-290-5004, www.humbleacres.com
 Answer questions, assist with workshops

 Farmer’s Market, Plaza 94 (June-October) 
 Janet at dbutler1@pressenter.com 
 Thursdays, 8 a.m.-noon

 Willow River State Park, Cty Rd. A
 Lauren at 715-386-9340
 Tours and maintenance

New Richmond
 Deer Field Gables Care Center, 575 Hospital Rd.
 Carolyn at cacraig@frontiernet.net, 715-246-6242
 Help plant new gardens, maintain gardens

 Community Garden, 2050 Hwy 65
 Carolyn at  tbarrett@pressenter.com, 715-549-6438
 Planting, weeding, harvesting, planning

Prescott
 Great River Road Visitor Center, 200 Monroe St.
 Jessica at jessica@freedomparkwi.org, 715-262-0104
 Weeding, maintenance

River Falls
 Town of River Falls Parks
 Dan at djrandall13@yahoo.com, 651-775-6052
 Entrance sign planting, maintenance at 7 parks.
 3-4 hours per month
 
 Farmer’s Market, 2nd St. and Locust St. (May-October) 
 Kari & Rick at krnhussey@gmail.com
 Saturdays, 8 a.m.-noon. Tuesdays, 4 p.m.-6 p.m.
 Man booth, answer questions

 Demonstration & Learning Garden, Hoffman Park
 Diana Alfuth at diana.alfuth@ces.uwex.edu
 “Grow to Share Community Garden”
 Weed, demonstrate in garden, scout for problems

(cont’d on next page)
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River Falls (cont’d)
 St. Croix Valley Habitat for Humanity
 Susan at susan.capparelli@scvhabitat.org , 
 715-425-5623  
 Working on new gardens for Habitat for Humanity homes

 Grow to Share Community Garden, Hoffman Park
 Anna at  growtoshare@gmail.com, 715-426-0826
 Weeding, planting, watering, harvesting, delivering
 
 River Falls Community Garden, RF High School
 Amy at 715-307-7317
 Weeding, watering, harvesting

Roberts
 Cross Community Garden, 1246 Co. Rd TT
 Mike at mandb1973@aol.com,  715-386-9792
 Growing community food & flowers, coordinate or help

Somerset
 Parnell Prairie Preserve, 1823-45th St.
 Jean at jeanlh@me.com
 Weeding, watering showcase area
 4 hrs per month (May-September)

Spring Valley
 Spring Valley Village Gardens
 Sue at christensons@springvalley.k.12.wi.us
  715-778-4559
 Help weed, maintain village gardens

Anywhere
 Sprinklings Newsletter
 Colleen at giverny@me.com, 715-381-9683
 Newsletter items, features, ideas  
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MG Volunteers at the 
St. Croix County Fair

Top left: Marilyn Doornink and 
Wendy Kramer, both from 
Baldwin. 
Bottom left: Peg Wastell from 
New Richmond.

PHOTOS BY PETER VERSTEGEN
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As a new MGV, I am very sensitive to potential prob-
lems in my own garden this year. 

A few days ago I noticed an orange powdery ring on 
the soil under one of my outdoor plants. 

I dutifully examined several leaves of the plant - 
no sign of spider mites or any rust-type 
fungus... in fact, there seemed to be no 
damage to the plant at all, and no orange 
anywhere on the plant. 

I have grown this plant for years, and have never 
seen this type of problem with it... hmmm...

I searched through several gardening resources, 
combed through countless online images looking for 

The strange case of the orange soil

Garden Mystery

by Carolyn Barrette

September’s meeting fea-
tures our favorite English 
nurseryman - Andrew Sankey 
- back to visit and tell us about 
English gardens.  

Sankey, of Cambridge, 
England, includes us in his 
annual USA tour, as he visits 
SCVMGA member Jean Haut.  

We have enjoyed his talks 
on the history of cottage 
gardens, companion planting 
and famous English gardens 
(including his) in the past.  

This year he will tell us how to create the famous 
English garden. He may also have some of his books for 
sale.

 The meeting will be held at the United Method-
ist Church in Hudson, one week earlier than usual.  

September’s Meeting: An English Garden

a match, and generally racked my brain looking for 
clues. After spending quite some time trying to identify 
the mysterious orange substance, I was ready to give 
up and ask for help from the other MGVs. Of course, I 
hadn’t taken a photo of the problem, and with recent 

rains the orange stuff had disappeared! 
Was my problem solved? I still didn’t 

know what had caused it in the first place. 
Then I shared this whole story with my husband, 

who said,   “Remember that carrot juice in the fridge 
that was getting old? That’s where I poured it out, to 
fertilize the plant!” 

Mystery solved.

(Andrew goes back to England that weekend.)   
This meeting will be open to the public in addition 

to Master Gardeners.  
A very short business meeting will be held before 

the speaker at 7 p.m.

by Suzy Naschansky

Thursday, Sept. 18
7 p.m.

United Methodist Church
1401 Laurel Ave.

Hudson

This photo is from Sankey’s website:  www.andrewsankeygardens.co.uk

www.andrewsankeygardens.co.uk
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In Heidi’s backyard with basket willows, succession gardens

Heidi started us out with a bit of 
her home’s history.  She purchased 

her property in 1999, so 
she has been develop-
ing her beautiful estate 

for 14 years.  Her enviable shed 
(barn) was built in 2002.  The south 
bed was started in 2002-03 and 
each year she added or changed 
a bit more. She discovered a great 
money-making plant.  “Naked 
ladies” are lilies that send up leaves 
and then die back before a flower 
pops up.  They reproduce quickly 
and seem to be in demand.

In 2002, Heidi took a basket-
weaving class and got hooked on 
willow.  She now has about 800 
willow plants.  All of her willow 
and dogwood are cut to the ground 
each fall. The cuttings can be from 
3’ to 12’.  Her willow plants, which 
include a variety of colors, are Bel-
gian Red, Britzensis, Dicky Mead-
ows, German Basket and others.  
She got rid of Green Dicks. Her 
many willow and dogwood plants 
fill a very large area beyond the 
vegetable bed. Dogwood is a good 
seller, too.  She has red, mahogany, 
pink and yellow. She also has a 

number of pussy 
willows: Asian, 
French, Black Cat 
and traditional.

Once cut, any 
of these cuttings 
can be stored 
a long time if 
kept dark and 
dry.  Heidi uses 
PVC pipe with 
one end sealed.  
When she is 
ready to use some she soaks them 
in water by filling the PVC pipe.  

The first time a cutting dries it 
shrinks to 2/3 of its size.  When it is 
soaked it will regain 1/3.  Baskets 
should not be made with fresh cut-
tings. Weaving and willow design 
classes are available from Heidi.

On the walking tour throughout 
her gardens we saw asparagus, 
raspberries, hazelnuts and other 
perennial edibles in the front.  
Heidi has some beautiful giant 
cottonwoods along with a few tree 
seedlings which she is growing for 
replacement trees.  Around to the 
side she has a well-tended peren-
nial garden with a variety of native 
and cultivated flower species.

Heidi’s vegetable 
garden has a huge va-
riety of crops.  She re-
planted a second crop 
as soon as the first was 
harvested, represent-
ing a great succession 
planting model.  Her 
weed control is heavy-
duty, 6’ wide land-
scape cloth. She has a 
unique trellis system 
for her tomatoes.  Each 
plant is wound around 
a string hanging down 

by Sandy Madsen

from a horizontal sapling that fol-
lows the length of the row.  She 
has 10 varieties of potatoes, many 
varieties of oriental and snap peas, 
some unique (already harvested) 
beets, a great selection of herbs plus 
many other varieties.

Thank you, Heidi, for an inspir-
ing and educational tour.

A turnout of 53 MGVs attended the meeting at Heidi’s.
PHOTO BY ELLEN MONTGOMERY

July
Meeting

Heidi created this garden décor 
using a traditional English bas-
ketweaving style. It’s made of Salix 
‘Britzensis’ (reddish) and Salix 
‘German Basket’ (lighter color) 
woven into a buckthorn base. She 
calls it “invasive art” and is the 
only good use she’s found for buck-
thorn. The willow variety growing 
in the background is S. ‘Britzensis.’

PHOTO BY COLLEEN CALLAHAN

Heidi constructed poles from old growth Curly 
Willow to support tomato and cucumber plants.
She’s pointing to a row of herbs - stevia, oregano, 
lemon thyme and rosemary.

PHOTO BY COLLEEN CALLAHAN

6

plants.She
plants.She
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Carolyn’s Gardens 

“Color” pops up a lot in conversations with Carolyn 
Barrette. Just like it pops up in her vegetable and flower 
gardens. 

When Carolyn purchases veggie seeds, she looks 
for a variety pack of colored peppers and heirloom 
tomatoes so she can be surprised. “I have no idea what 
[color] or size they are when I plant them,” she said.  
This year a chocolate-colored pepper is growing as part 
of the vegetable trials project.

She’s grown many colors of tomatoes, even one that 
looks “just like a peach,” yet it’s the big bright red ones 
that people prefer when she sells tomatoes in her front 
yard.

In mid-March Carolyn starts several flats of seeds, 
many of which were gathered from the previous year, 
in a two-level planter indoors. She then moves them in 
April to a plastic greenhouse she sets up outdoors. By 
early June, they’re ready to transplant in the ground.

March also is seed starting time for the Community 
Garden tomatoes, peppers, eggplant, cabbage and 
broccoli, which are transplanted in mid-May and early 
June. Extra seedlings go the annual plant sale at the 
Octagon House in Hudson. 

The plant sale is one of many SCVMGA projects 
Carolyn has worked on through the years. As one of 30 

or so founding members 
in 1997, Carolyn says the 
organization has grown 
into one of the most 
active groups in the state.

She’s been the pro-
gram coordinator since 
the beginning, having 
scheduled nearly 180 
speakers so far for 
monthly meetings and 
the annual “Garden U” 
event.  

“It’s fun,” she says, 
adding that she appreci-
ates suggestions from 
members. “Every year I 
put in a plea in the Sep-

by Colleen Callahan

(cont’d on next page)
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tember newsletter. I try to get speakers or subjects that 
club members are asking to hear.” 

One year she helped arrange for a compost-bin man-
ufacturer from Canada to exhibit his wares at the state 
Master Gardeners conference in River Falls. A state-
wide MG project was composting then, and compost-
bin sales were popular. Carolyn’s home became the 
area sales headquarters. 

She has served on the St. Croix County MG Board of 
Directors, the audit committee and worked at the fair, 
the annual plant sale and artful garden tours, but her 
passion for the last few years has been firmly planted in 
the New Richmond Community Garden. 

“It gives away all of its produce,” she says. Fresh veg-
gies are distributed to Grace Place, a homeless shelter 
in New Richmond, the public health WIC program, 
senior centers, and food shelves in three counties.

The success of the garden depends on volunteers, 
and as the faithful few grow older, Carolyn grows more 
concerned about its future. 

Head-high by the end of July. 
Carolyn hopes to harvest her 
corn in early August.

Colors burst forth in Carolyn’s garden (front to back): 
butterfly weed, liatris, red monarda, black-eyed Susans 
and Turk’s-cap lilies.



CLASS IF IEDS
Looking for an item for your 
garden? Want to get rid of one? 
Wish to thank a fellow MG for 
their help? This is the place to 
announce it all. Please send your 
Classified info to the editor before 
the first Friday of the publication 
month at giverny@me.com or call 
Colleen at 715-381-9683.

THANK-YOU

WANTED

FOR SALE

  FREE

Sprinklings is a newsletter publication of the St. Croix Valley Master Gardeners As-
sociation and is published eight times a year: monthly issues in May, June, July and 
August; and bimonthly issues in September/October, November/December, January/
February, and March/April. It is emailed to members in PDF format, and archived on 
the association’s website at  http://scvmga.weebly.com
All SCVMGA members are welcome to contribute articles, information, book re-
views, or ideas on any horticultural topic. Submission deadline is the first Friday of 
the publication month. The next deadline is Friday, Sept. 5. Please email submissions 
or inquiries to giverny@me.com.

Editor: Colleen Callahan
Assistant Editor: Suzy Naschansky
Circulation Manager: Diana Alfuth

Sprinklings
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“One year we lost a whole row 
of tomatoes because we didn’t have 
enough people to harvest them,” 
she said. “Our backs and hips are 
going. We need younger help.”

Carolyn averages between 10-20 
hrs/week on her MGV projects, plus 
another 10 hours on her backyard 
gardens.

She has a 20 ft x 75 ft. vegetable 
garden and a 20 ft. x 50 ft. vegeta-
ble/flower garden. 

“I don’t have to worry about my 
time,” she says. “There’s always a 
job to do!”

In addition to the vegetable 
seedlings she nurtures in spring, 
Carolyn grows okra, turnips, beans 
and corn.

“I love growing vegetables,” 
Carolyn says, “because you can 

THANK YOU to all Sprinklings con-
tributors! Colleen

SEEDS for Little Free Libraries 
throughout our region.

SHADE PERENNIALS. Will dig up 
and pay fair price. Contact Colleen at 
giverny@me.com

(Remember, your junk may be some-
one else’s garden treasure.)

(Here is a spot to sell anything 
for the garden or gardeners.)

(cont’d from previous page) do things with them, like make 
ratatouille!” 

Except for tomatoes, which she 
cans for salsa and sauce, Carolyn 
freezes the veggies for winter.

She credits her grandmother for 
teaching her about gardening. 

“My grandma got me going at 
an early age,” she says. “I would 
spend summers with her, work 
in her gardens and learn how to 
make jelly.”

It’ll be a year or two before 
Carolyn can make plum 
jelly from her two BlackIce/
Lydecker plum trees. She 
purchased them last year 
and it will take 3-4 years to 
produce fruit. 

But Carolyn is very pa-
tient. She planted her flower 
garden when she and her 
husband moved to the Town 
of St. Joseph 48 years ago. 
Her goal was to have color-
ful blossoms from spring to 
fall. 

“The other day I looked 
at the garden and realized I 
finally achieved my goal!” 
she says.

Beyond the flowers, one 
can see the St. Joseph Town 
Hall, where Carolyn serves 
as chair of the town plan-

ning committee. 
These are busy times with the 

new St. Croix Crossing bridge con-
struction cutting through the coun-
tryside. 

“We have to redo our compre-
hensive plan,” says Carolyn. 

With a degree in political sci-
ence, 12 years as town clerk and 17 
years planning events for SCVMGA, 
Carolyn should have no problem 
helping to prepare the town for the 
future. 

Cup flowers (Silphium perfoliatum) in 
Carolyn’s garden blossom from midsummer 
to fall. 

mailto:giverny@me.com
http://scvmga.weebly.com
mailto:giverny@me.com
mailto:giverny@me.com

